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Answers sought in Northwest mlshap

Pilots sug?r in overshooting destination
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By Alan Levin
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As the jet descended toward Char-

lotte, the two pdots began a bittr dis-
cussion of the pardan fwo days earler

ent, but some experts doubt it
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fying the destination by 150 miles is
inexplicable.” said Steve Wallace, 2
corporate pilot and retired Federal
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vestigation chiel
Siaying in radio contact with con-

mshm Il l!m.ml of

As mvestigators try
why two pilots sboud 3 thw!sl
Mllinapnl gt ..é?"
in s on Wednesday nigh,
there are at leasi some precedents for
the pilots’ assertion that an intense
comversation distracted them.
In interviews with police, Capt.
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Several pilots and aviation

experts expressed doubts about the
pilots’ story. Another pos-

sibiity — that the crew fell asieep —
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165 hard to imagine 3
ingthtlong Wallce sad. Mre e
Iy be said, is some kind of incapacita-

ton such s allng akeep.
Evidence: Fight and data sm’wmc" by
188’5 voice ion
recorders waif to be examined. Safety Board investigators, spokes-
and co-pilot Richard  board lid not reveal anything about

Cdesa'?dm been talking and  what the said.

had lost Ifrlihﬂiumulﬂﬂﬁmm rmwmw
tions. Cole dow the incident in - wesL, has put the pilots on leave, and
refcomments o eporters Saturday, - the FAA nocfed them that they cousd

" the union he had

- fallen
wg;e_ unidentiied ot fying an

route to South America tokd
dozed off: “When |
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He was sound asleep. | estimate that
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Just lucky that
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System, which collects anonymous
safety reports from piots, outlines
several dozen cases of pilots falling
asleep. In August 2006, one
reported falling asieep aiong
m;lﬁth while preparing to lind at
les International Airport néar
Washington, D.C.

Ed

Il then traversed the Plains, flew
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