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‘Distraction’ led pllOtS to fly too far

Use of laptops blamed; airline

pilots ﬂm at
mgh Sﬂﬂ; lo miintin Ioggeddbout 20000 howrs &
calls actions grounds for firing Mo ke
By Alan Levin “Both (pllots) stated there (gt 188 lrom G, 34, wes Hbea i 1957
USATODAY was a distraction in the cock- San Diego to Minnnpnlis and has logged about 11,000
pit” the NTSB said in a state- for hundreds of miles s hours, the NTSB said.

Two Northwest Aiines pi- ment. “The plots said there con tried  The pilots said that they
lots used aplop computersin  was 2 concentrated period of o radio the Alrbus A320 and _ had not been asleep and that
lh!(\thmindﬂl‘hﬁwil discussion where they did not Delta messages o they had nat been in a heated
lenton e e they _ monior the arpane o clls argument. The pilots had 19
flew past their Minneapolss.. from {controllers).” into Wiscon- hours of duty in San Diego
R et DN e, (wic sin, about 150 miles past before reporting to work
ing to federal regulators and s a year ago ning Wednesday aftemoon.

i and is in the final stages Being out of contact fot so

‘The National Tr: - the two carriers, is- the plane flew at an alti- Jong is highly unusual, but
tion Safety’ ) said 3 sutement saing the tudeof 37,000 feet. aflight at- cockpit. distractions have

Lo et actions were ™ tencantcalled on the Jefs v been known o
?mn against mu nrlmes mgm mlm: toask when it rors.
m-ym-wnorv minutes d:d(pohcu m‘!mlfl’ would arrive, the NTSB said. ) two laptops and
without speaking to control- ~that zywi\muhm:rr- m:m.u- Capt. Timothy Cheney, 53, thinking hard about a com-
Irrsbtmuseﬂnymmw miaton. miistien s ge 1old investigators that only puter program could be very
! Biscodglt ditracting: s Ben er-
pmgrantrmmmpm smwedsmnnemmax :h:ywtstundelnmm display and realize he had - man. an arline -
they had been fired tion for passible revocation of flown past Minneapols. =
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